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outlook and seeks union with God. The self-consciousness of
the self is all-pervading and when the self is freed from the
barriers of avidya and karma, it can intuit the Absolute. To
the Vis'istadvaitic mystic, God is essentially Love, and reli-
gion is the life of God in the love of man, in which God seeks
man and man seeks God, and the lover and the beloved
become one in the bliss of the unitive consciousness. Self-loss
.is not the loss of personality, but is its enrichment by parti-
cipation in divine life and by loss in Personality. The freed
self sees God in all beings and all beings in God, and effaces
itself in the service of humanity till all human beings attain
the highest ideals of spirituality, like truth, goodness and beauty
and become one with God. Thus understood, Vi^istadvaita
occupies a middle position between the Dvaita ideal of mukti
as service to God and godly men and the Advaitic idea of
mukti as the disappearance of the dual consciousness. S'aiva
Siddhanta with its theory of Pati, j^as'u and Rayam and the
dual-non-dual relation between Pali and fxx-s'u has affinities
with Vis'istadvaita.

From the synthetic point of view, these three systems
afford parallels to the Western theories of pantheism, theism
and monism. But they are different from them as they dwell
primarily on the relation between the finite self and the
Infinite, and not on that 'between the universe and God, The
tolerant spirit of Advaita is said to be brought out by the
theory of degrees of truth and reality and the idea that truth
is a passage from the lower phase of Dvaita to the inter-
mediate state of Visdstadvaita till the higher stage of
Advaita is realized. A more tolerant view is that expressed
by a supermystic of India that the three are the three aspects
of the supermind. Dvaita gives the delight of seeing difference ;

Advaita is the realization of non-difference and Vis'istadvaital,